THERE is an unprecedented influx into Zimbabwe of asylum seekers from the Great Lakes region, a United Nations official has said. 
Tapiwa Huye, the assistant programme officer at the UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) office, said: “The influx is unusual. The Transit Centre is full and we are looking for tents to accommodate the asylum seekers.” 

Huye said more than 200 of the new asylum seekers are crowded at the Transit Centre in Waterfalls, Harare, while another 100 have been settled at Tongogara Camp in Chipinge. 

The Waterfalls transit camp was designed to accommodate 60. 

Tongogara Camp, the only refugee camp in Zimbabwe, is full to capacity with more than 1 000. 

Huye said the majority of the asylum seekers were Rwandans who have been expelled from Tanzania. 

He said 300 asylum seekers had entered Zimbabwe in one month alone, up from an average of 50 arrivals a month before the latest developments in Tanzania. 
There are about 10 000 refugees in Zimbabwe, mostly from the troubled Great Lakes Region. 

“The problem we have now is that camp accommodation has all been taken up,” Huye said. 

Last month, the government said it was aware of the movement of refugees, particularly Rwandans, into Zimbabwe. 

“We had the information even before the end of last year and we knew it would affect us,” said Petros Chitsunge, a programme officer, in the office of the Zimbabwe Commissioner for Refugees. 

“The Rwandan refugees do not want to go back because they know they will be in danger.” 

The Tanzanian government expelled about 30 000 Rwandan refugees on the grounds that “peace and stability” had now returned to their country. 
But the refugees were wary of returning to Rwanda fearing retribution by the Tutsi -led government of President Paul Kagame. 

The UNHCR officials in Harare yesterday said Zimbabwe was seen as a safe haven for asylum seekers, particularly those from Rwanda, Burundi and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Conditions in neighbouring Zambia, Botswana, Malawi, Zambia, South Africa and Namibia are said to be bad because the refugees are confined to camps in remote areas. 
In Zimbabwe conditions for refugees are relatively better as they are allowed to integrate with the community. 
The Rwandans, predominantly Hutus, have been staying at Ngara Refugee Camp in Tanzania since 1994

